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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 

USPS-01 /053W 

077759 

R 151712Z OCT 76 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1382 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 4145 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, CA 

SUBJECT: LABOR'S DAY OF PROTEST IN NOVA SCOTIA 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION OTTAWA FROM HALIFAX OCT 14 BEING REPEATED 
FOR YOUR ACTION: 

QUOTE: 

UNCLAS HALIFAX 0390 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB CA 

SUBJECT: LABOR'S DAY OF PROTEST IN NOVA SCOTIA 
REF: OTTAWA 4035 

1 . ORGANIZED LABOR IN HALIFAX WAS DISAPPOINTED AT SMALL 
TURNOUT FOR 9 AM RALLY AT GRAND PARADE AREA IN CENTER OF 
CITY. ONLY ABOUT 600 UNIONISTS SHOWED UP AND THEY WERE 
IGNORED BY CONSTRUCTION WORKERS WHO CONTINUED WORK AT 
SEVERAL BUILDING SITES WITHIN STONE'S THROW OF RALLY 
SITE. MOST MILITANCY WAS SHOWN BY HALIFAX SHIPYEARD 
WORKERS WHO WERE ALREADY ON STRIKE OVER AN AID-RELATED 
ISSUE AND WHO CAUSED SOME TRAFFIC DISRUPTION 
WHEN THEY TRIED TO KEEP HMC DOCKYARD EMPLOYEES FROM 
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REPORTING TO WORK. SHIPYARD WORKERS WERE LATER GIVEN 
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BIG WELCOME WHEN THEY MARCHED TO GRAND PARADE SQUARE TO 
JOIN RALLY. 

2. AMONG UNIONS AT RALLY WERE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 
OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS, UCUPE, MARINE WORKERS FEDERATION. 
CANADIAN UNION OF POSTAL EMPLOYEES, CANADIAN BROTHERHOOD 
OF RAILWAY, TRANSPORT AND GENERAL WORKERS. AND NOVA 
SCOTIA LIQUOR COMMISSION UNIONIZED WORKERS. THE 
DEMONSTRATORS WERE JOINED BY ABOUT 80 PERSONS FROM 
EALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY'S MARITIME SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK. 

3. ELSEWHERE IN METRO HALIFAX AND THROUGHOUT NOVA SCOTIA 
THERE WERE FEW TROUBLE SPOTS AND WIDESPREAD IGNORING 

OF THE STRIKE. AT THE HAWKER SIDDELEY MARINE SLIPS 
IN DARTMOUTH, HOWEVER, ONLY ABOUT A DOZEN MEN OF THE 
130-MAN WORKFORCE WERE ON THE JOB. ABOUT 25 PERCENT 
OF MARITIME TEL AND TEL'S EMPLOYEES WERE OFF THE JOB 
AND POWER DIFFICULTIES WERE REPORTED IN A FEW ISOLATED 
AREAS. IN THE POST OFFICE ACROSS THE PROVINCE, ABOUT 
85 PERCENT OF INSIDE WORKERS AND 70 PERCENT OF CARRIERS 
WERE REPORTED TO BE ON THE JOB. 

4. AREA OF MOST PARTICIPATION WITHIN NOVA SOCITA 
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN CAPE BRETON ISLAND. RALLY 

AND PARADE IN SYDNEY ATTRACTED LARGE TURNOUT, VARIOUSLY 
ESTIMATED TO NUMBER ANYWHERE FROM 1500 TO 4000. 

5. MANY UNIONISTS STRONGLY OBJECTED TO CLC TACTICS 
AND REFUSED TO HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH STRIKE. AMONG 
THE UNIONS WHICH EITHER VOTED TO STAY ON THE JOB 

OR WHOSE EXECUTIVE BODIES RECOMMENDED STAYING ON THE 
AOB WERE THE LOCAL REPRESENTING THE HALIFAX TRANSPORT 
CORPORATION DRIVERS, THE NOVA SCOTIA TEACHERS UNION, 

THE NOVA SCOTIA GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION, 

AND DISTRICT 26 OF THE UNITED MINE WORKERS OF 
AMERICA WHICH REPRESENTS 4500 MINERS AND ASSOCIATED 
WORKERS IN NOVA SCOTIA. 

6. ON THE SIDE OF MANAGEMENT IN NOVA SCOTIA THERE WAS 
ACTIVE OPPOSITION TOO. THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 
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BOWATER-MERCEY PAPER PLANT AT LIVERPOOL, N.S., GOT 
A COURT INJUNCTION FORBIDDING ITS WORKERS TO STRIKE. 

THE PROVINCIAL MINISTER OF LABOUR, WALTER FITZGERALD, 

SAID THAT ANY GOVERNMENT WORKERS WHO DID NOT SHOW UP 
FOR WORK ON OCT 14 CAN EXPECT TO BE DOCKED A DAY'S 
PAY. 

7. COMMENT: NOVA SCOTIA LABOR FEDERATION PRESIDENT 
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GERALD YETMEN WAS ADMITTEDLY DISAPPOINTED AT PARTICI- 
PATION OF PROVINCIAL UNIONISTS IN STRIKE. IT SEEMS TO REPORTING 
OFFICER THAT HE HAS REASON FOR HIS DISAPPOINTMENT 
AND THAT STRIKE IN THIS PROVINCE CAN BEST BE DESCRIBED 
AS A FIZZLE. INFO ON THE OTHER ATLANTIC PROVINCES- 
NEW BRUNSWICK, PEL AND NEWFOUNDLAND-HAS NOT YET 
BEEN RECEIVED. 

MOORE 
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